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Deck	  Inspection	  Tips	  For	  A	  Safe	  Summer	  
 

As the warmer months arrive, barbecues and family gatherings on the deck are always popular summer 
events. Many homeowners are unaware of the safety hazards that can plague their backyard venue. 
What are some of these commonly overlooked issues? Things such as improper construction, 
inadequate care, and an aging structure can turn a backyard deck into an extreme safety hazard.  
  
According to the Oregonian, in June 2010, three people were hospitalized after the collapse of an 
"aging wooden deck" at a child's birthday party in Lake Oswego, OR. A similar incident occurred in 
1991 when an over-loaded deck collapsed under happy partygoers in Lyons, OR. The accident killed 
one woman and sent another 25 guests to the hospital with injuries, reported the Oregonian. Accidents 
such as these are a reminder of the importance of proper deck safety and care.  
 
So before hosting your summer gatherings, it is vital to check the condition of your deck to ensure a 
fun and safe experience for all. You should always consider a professional inspection but if you feel 
comfortable you can do it yourself.  If you conduct a self-inspection, here are a few potential hazards to 
keep in mind:  
 
Rotting beams and support posts. Closely inspect your deck's support posts, railing, stairs, and other 
surfaces for rot. Rotting can occur when wood gets wet over an extended period of time. Wood can 
also begin to rot as it ages. Pressure treated wood can rot as well, though typically at a slower rate. 
 Rotting deteriorates and weakens the deck's structure, increasing the risk of cracking boards and 
collapsing support posts. If rot is found to have weakened the structure, the boards should be replaced.   
  

Water damage. Moisture can do more than rot away the 
boards of your deck, it can also damage the walls and 
structure of your home if the deck was not installed and built 
properly. One of the most common issues is when the deck 
is not "flashed" properly to the home. Deck flashing is an 
essential deck building material that creates a barrier to 
prevent moisture from entering the house in the openings 
made to secure the deck to the structure. This is just one 
example of how water damage can occur. Good flashing will 
divert the water away from the house and on to the deck or 
ground.  

 
 

Continued on page 2… 
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My mission is to improve the quality of life for you 
and your family by providing prompt, 

comprehensive, expert home maintenance and 
repairs. I will treat your home as if it were my own! 
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Stay tuned for next month’s front-page article on your home’s fall checklist! 
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Upcoming	  Events	  In	  July	  That	  

Might	  Interest	  You…	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

*	  Come	  check	  out	  the	  Artisan	  Market	  
located	  in	  the	  Historic	  Kerrytown	  District	  

in	  Downtown	  Ann	  Arbor.	  	  
	  

Market	  Hours:	  
May	  -‐	  December:	  Wednesday	  &	  Saturday,	  

7	  a.m.	  to	  3	  p.m.	  
May	  -‐	  September:	  Wednesday,	  4:30	  p.m.	  

to	  8:30	  p.m.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Independence	  Day	  on	  Friday,	  July	  4th.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  The	  annual	  Manchester	  Chicken	  Broil	  
will	  be	  held	  Thursday,	  July	  17,	  2014	  from	  
4:00	  PM	  until	  8:00	  PM	  at	  the	  Alumni	  

Memorial	  Field	  in	  beautiful	  Manchester,	  
Michigan,	  just	  15	  miles	  southwest	  of	  Ann	  

Arbor.	  This	  long-‐time	  civic	  event	  is	  
considered	  the	  largest	  event	  of	  its	  kind,	  
serving	  approximately	  12,000	  meals	  in	  a	  
four-‐hour	  period.	  Net	  proceeds	  from	  this	  
event	  are	  used	  to	  benefit	  a	  variety	  of	  

causes	  in	  the	  Manchester	  area,	  including	  
the	  public	  schools,	  community	  parks,	  
library	  and	  local	  civic	  organizations.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Deck	  Inspection	  Tips	  Continued…	  
 

Loose railing and improperly placed balusters. Check the stability of the deck's railing. One 
basic rule: the railing structure should hold 200 pounds. Also take a close look at the balusters, or 
the vertical posts that support the railing. These posts should be evenly spaced - 4 inches apart on 
newer decks & not over 6" - to prevent small children or pets from falling through or getting 
lodged between them 
 
Slippery surfaces. When wet weather and moisture occur - not an uncommon occurrence here in 
Michigan - moss and algae can grow on many different surfaces. Inspect the surface of your deck 
and ensure it is safe to tread upon to avoid slips and falls.  
 
Protruding objects. Also check for nails and screws that might have worked their way out of the 
deck's surface as well as splinters on the decks surface and railing. These become obstacles that 
are easy to trip over or catch clothing on or worse, a piece of wood in your foot. 
 
Overcrowding and overuse. Though it might be hard to anticipate before an event, keep in mind 
the capacity and size of your deck. Too many people crowded in one end of the structure could 
put too much pressure on a single area. The uneven weight distribution could collapse the deck's 
structure. Don't have everyone leaned on the railing for that family photo. A few of the hardest 
things on a deck are dancing, jumping and horseplay. These motions rack and stress a deck's 
structure. 
 
Fastener corrosion & attachments. It is important to evaluate how the deck is attached to the 
structure. Through the years the quality of attachment has improved due to it being a common 
failure point. With newer pressure treated wood, it is also important to check fasteners for 
corrosion damage. Other issues include not lag bolting the structure to the wall or no joist hangers. 
In basic terms, decks can lack the proper hardware to secure them correctly to the home. 
 
When you take the time to assess the condition of your deck, you are helping to create a family 
gathering spot that will be safe and long lasting. Conduct a basic deck inspection annually and 
incorporate it into your home care routine. This makes it easier to catch hazards at the start. If you 
are in doubt or something "just doesn't look right," consider scheduling a professional inspection 
with us. We can help you catch the small details you might have missed or answer questions about 
the proper maintenance needed to keep your deck a safe and enjoyable space.   
 
 
 

 

10 Facts About Independence Day 

• The Declaration of Independence began as a letter to King George to explain why 
the Continental Congress voted to declare independence from Great Britain. 

• The Declaration of Independence was started on July 2, 1776 and the Continental 
Congress approved the final wording on July 4. The American colonies were 
declared free and independent states. 

• The first Independence Day was celebrated on July 8, 1776 and the official signing 
took place on August 2. 

• 56 people signed the Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson wrote the 
majority of it. 

• The first Independence Day on July 8, 1776 took place in Philadelphia. The White 
House celebrated Independence Day for the first time in 1804. 

• The Declaration of Independence has five parts. They are: the Preamble, the 
Statement of Human Rights, Charges Against Human Rights, Charges Against the 
King and Parliament, and the Statement of Separation and Signatures. 

• According to census.gov, 2.5 million people celebrated the first Independence Day, 
compared to 316.2 million people today. 

•  July 4 was officially declared a holiday in 1870, nearly one hundred years after the 
Declaration of Independence was written. 

• Currently, the oldest Independence Day celebration in the U.S. is held in Bristol, 
Rhode Island. 

• 2014 marks this year as the 238th Independence Day. 
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 Signs	  Of	  Mold	  In	  Your	  Home	  
 

Allergic Symptoms from Mold: If you are having a problem with allergies then there's a 
good chance there could be mold growing somewhere in your home. Common allergic 
reactions to mold include sneezing, sore eyes and a runny nose or nasal congestion. 
 

Do you notice your allergic reactions are worse when you're at home but you feel better 
when you go out? If so then it's especially likely you could have mold.  
 

Smelling a Mold Odor: When you have mold growing hidden away in your house, often a 
moldy smell might be the only clue that it's there. Don't ignore mold odors if you can't see 
any mold. You should thoroughly inspect your home before any mold problems get worse. 
 

Seeing Signs of Mold Growth: Visible mold growth might seem like an obvious sign of 
mold. However many people don't notice small amounts of mold growth or they think it's 
just soot or dirt. Sometimes people simply ignore visible mold in their house. 
 

If you can see mold growth, even if it's only small, you should take action immediately. 
Small mold patches can spread and the fact that there is any mold shows that the conditions 
in your home are right for mold to grow.  
 

If you don't take care of mold it will soon become a bigger problem. Visible mold growth 
could also be a sign that there is a much larger mold colony growing hidden away from view. 
 

Sometimes you might not realize there is mold in your house, especially if it is unusual looking mold. Some mold growth looks white and thread-
like. Other mold appears as clusters of small black spots. Mold can be black, gray-brown, gray-green or white in color. Mold growing behind 
wallpaper made of vinyl can even appear orange, pink or purple. 
 

Signs of Water Problems: If you have had any long-term moisture problems in your house it's usually inevitable they will lead to mold beginning to 
grow. So if you know you've had some water problems in your home then it's a pretty good sign you could have mold. 
 

Some signs that you have a moisture problem include water stains or discoloration on walls, floors or ceilings in your house. Seeing these could be a 
clue that there is mold growing within or behind the material. 
 

Another sign of a moisture problem is surface abnormalities like peeling, bubbling or cracking of the paint or wallpaper. If your walls are bowed, 
bulging or warped it probably means moisture has gotten into them. Another clue is if the surfaces of walls or other materials feel damp. 
 

Water Leaks: The above signs of water problems in homes are usually created by leaks. However if you already know that you have had a water 
leak (such as leaking pipes, leaking roof or leaking exterior wall) then just that knowledge by itself, even if you don't see signs of water damage, is a 
good sign that you might have mold growing in your house around the area where the leak was. 
 

Mold growth from leaks can often be hidden. If the leak was behind a wall or other surface then any mold will probably be hidden behind the surface 
too. Even if the leak was not behind a surface there could still be mold hidden out of view behind a wall or other surface from water that seeped 
through. 
 

Condensation: If you see a lot of condensation in your home then it's a sign that you have a high amount of moisture and hence a sign that you could 
have a mold problem. Condensation will occur on surfaces such as glass windows, metal pipes or improperly vented roof spaces. Mold could be 
growing where the condensation builds up and collects. Rusting indoor pipes are a sign that you could have a lot of condensation in your house. 
 

Besides the fact that condensation creates a build up of moisture for mold to grow on, condensation can also be a sign that you have a humidity 
problem in your home. A high humidity level can feed mold and it is another sign that you might have a potential mold problem. 

 

 
 

 

 

Directions:	  

1. Preheat oven to 375ºF (190ºC). 
2. Combine the preserves, mustard and curry powder in a 

large skillet and heat over low heat, stirring constantly, 
until preserves are completely melted and smooth. 

3. Place cashews in a shallow dish or bowl. Dip chicken 
breasts in skillet sauce, then roll in nuts to coat and place 
in a lightly greased 9x13 inch baking dish. 

4. Bake at 375ºF (190ºC) for 20 to 30 minutes. Boil any 
remaining sauce and serve on the side with the baked 
chicken. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ingredients:	   

• 1 (12 ounce) jar apricot preserves  
• 1/4 cup prepared Dijon-style 

mustard  
• 1 teaspoon curry powder  
• 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast 

halves  
• 1 cup coarsely chopped cashews 

 
 

Cashew Crusted Chicken Recipe 
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Uplifting Quote of The Month 
 
 

“Any society that would give up a 
little liberty to gain a little security 
will deserve neither and lose both.” 

 

~ Benjamin Franklin 
 

 The Platinum Rule 
By	  Dr.	  Tony	  Alessandra	  

	  

Adapting	  To	  Directors	  
Directors	   are	   very	   time-‐sensitive,	   so	   never	  
waste	   their	   time.	   Be	   organized	   and	   get	   to	   the	  
point.	   Give	   them	   bottom-‐line	   information	   and	  
options,	   with	   probabilities	   of	   success,	   if	  
relevant.	   Give	   them	   written	   details	   to	   read	   at	  
their	  leisure.	  
	  

Directors	   are	   goal-‐oriented,	   so	   appeal	   to	   their	  
sense	   of	   accomplishment.	   Stroke	   their	   egos	   by	  
supporting	   their	   ideas,	   and	   acknowledge	   their	  
power	  and	  prestige.	  Let	  Directors	  call	  the	  shots.	  
If	  you	  disagree,	  argue	  with	  facts,	  not	  feelings.	  In	  
groups,	   allow	   them	   to	   have	   their	   say	   because	  
they	  are	  not	  the	  type	  who	  will	  take	  a	  back	  seat	  
to	  others.	  
	  

With	   Directors,	   in	   general,	   be	  
efficient	  and	  competent.	  
	  

Adapting	  To	  Socializers	  
Socializers	   thrive	   on	   personal	   recognition,	   so	  
pour	   it	  on	  sincerely.	  Support	   their	   ideas,	  goals,	  
opinions,	   and	   dreams.	   Try	   not	   to	   argue	   with	  
their	   pie-‐in-‐the-‐sky	   visions;	   get	   excited	   about	  
them.	  
	  

Socializers	  are	  social-‐butterflies,	  so	  be	  ready	  to	  
flutter	   around	   with	   them.	   A	   strong	   presence,	  
stimulating	   and	   entertaining	   conversation,	  
jokes,	   and	   liveliness	   will	   win	   them	   over.	   They	  
are	   people-‐oriented,	   so	   give	   them	   time	   to	  
socialize.	  Avoid	  rushing	  into	  tasks.	  
	  

With	   Socializers,	   in	   general,	   be	  
interested	  in	  them.	  
 

Mike	   is	   a	   Director/Socializer	   &	   Danielle	   is	   a	  
Socializer/Director.	  
	  
Stay	  tuned	  for	  more	  next	  month…	  

 
 
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did	  You	  Know...	  
 

That WD-40 can relieve bee sting pain? For fast relief of pain from a bee, 
wasp, or hornet sting, reach for the WD-40 can and spray it directly on the 
bite site. It will take the “ouch” right out. 

 

 
	  

 
 
 

 
  

 

Wise Home Owner Tip: 

	  

                    
	  
Gutters.	   Jammed	  gutters	  can	  send	  water	  in	  all	  the	  wrong	  directions	  and	  places.	  Water	  may	  damage	  
landscaping	  and	  even	  crack	  your	  home’s	   foundation	  eventually.	  Have	  your	  gutters	   cleaned	  out	  and	  
any	  damages	  repaired.	  
	  

Windows/Doors.	   Have	   windows	   and	   doors	   inspected.	   Have	   any	   gaps	   around	   windows	   and	   door	  
frames	   caulked.	   Remove	   storm	   windows	   and	   put	   up	   screens.	   Make	   sure	   all	   windows	   open	   easily	  
when	  unlocked.	  Check	  locks	  on	  all	  exterior	  doors	  and	  windows.	  
	  

Grade.	  Assess	  your	  grade	  and	  make	  adjustments	   if	  needed	  –	  especially	   if	  you	  had	  water	   issues	   last	  
winter	  or	   spring.	  The	  grade	  should	  slope	  away	   from	  the	  house.	   If	  possible,	  use	  soil	  with	  some	  clay	  
content	  to	  divert	  the	  water.	  
	  

Irrigation	   system.	   Turn	   on	   the	   sprinkler	   system	   and	   check	   for	   damaged	   or	  misdirected	   sprinkler	  
heads.	  Look	  for	  leaks,	  puddles	  of	  water	  (a	  sign	  that	  there’s	  an	  underground	  leak	  in	  the	  system),	  and	  
breaks	   in	   the	   lines	  and	  hoses.	  Check	   for	  dry	  areas	   too,	  which	  may	   indicate	  blocked	  pipes	   that	  need	  
flushing	  or	  a	  kinked	  supply	  line.	  
	  

Sidewalks/Driveways.	  Use	  crack	  filler	  to	  repair	  concrete	  and	  asphalt	  cracks	  up	  to	  ½-‐inch.	  Use	  patch	  
material	  on	  larger	  cracks.	  Hire	  a	  professional	  to	  hydraulically	  reposition	  tilted	  pieces	  of	  concrete.	  
	  

Landscaping.	  Trim	  trees	  and	  shrubs	  that	  may	  be	  touching	  the	  siding	  or	  brick,	  windows,	  trim	  or	  roof.	  
Experts	  recommend	  maintaining	  a	  distance	  of	  at	  least	  two	  feet	  between	  the	  home	  and	  plants	  to	  keep	  
damaging	  insects	  and	  moisture	  away	  from	  the	  home.	  
	  

Ducts.	   Although	   this	   is	   technically	   an	   inside	   project,	   it’s	   important	   to	   do	   now.	   If	   you	   suspect	   that	  
dampness	  may	  have	  entered	  the	  ducts,	  summer	  is	  a	  great	  time	  to	  get	  them	  cleaned	  and	  checked	  for	  
mold.	  Warm-‐weather	  moisture	   and	   dampness	   from	   your	   air	   conditioner	   can	   foster	   the	   growth	   of	  
mold,	  which	  may	  be	  bad	  news	  for	  your	  family’s	  health.	  	  
	  

Joke Of The Month 
	  

Roderick is rambling in the woods one day when a bear chases him 
up a really tall tree. The bear starts to climb the tree, so Roderick 
climbs up higher. Then, the bear climbs down and goes away. 
 

Again, Roderick starts to climb down the tree. Suddenly, the bear 
returns, and this time he's brought an even bigger bear with him. 
The two bears climb up the tree, the bigger bear going higher than 
the first. Rod climbs even higher still, so that the bears can't reach 
him. Eventually, the bears go away.  
 

Naturally quite relieved, Roderick starts down the tree again. 
Suddenly, the two bears return, this time Rod knows he is in big 
trouble, as each bear is carrying a beaver. 
	  

Homeowner Tips For Summer 

 
Khloe is the newest addition to the Forner Family! 
 

 


