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	   I	  Have	  A	  Roof	  Over	  My	  Head	  :)	  
No matter if you are buying a new home or have been living in your home for years, there will come a time when a roof inspection is necessary. Because the roof is 
exposed to all weather elements, it is the first line of defense when protecting your home. From this point, it is essential that you make all the right decisions. A roof 
is one of the most critical systems of your home. For this reason, you should do what you can to keep it in good condition at all times. Along with this, when a repair 
or replacement is necessary you should never wait too long. 
 

What should I expect from a Roof Inspection?  
Know what you are inspecting. If you are going to inspect your own roof, you need to know what you are looking at. There are four areas of the roof and attic that 
should be involved with a thorough roof inspection. 
 

1) An exterior evaluation of the roof structure. This would include any defects in the roof  
structure; unevenness or sagging could indicate there is a defect or poor construction. 
 

2) The roof surface materials. The areas that would be inspected include the overall condition  
of the shingles or roofing materials, granular wear & popped nails. Flashings around   
chimneys, dormers, valleys, plumbing stacks, rusting voids or loose fasteners  
     can be a cause for potential problems. 
 

     3) An interior investigation of the attic  
     space. This will point out problems with  
     attic ventilation, damaged wood, and past  
     or present leak sources. Rusted nails or  
     stains around the roofing nails that  
     penetrate the roof deck (visible from the  
     attic) or in extreme conditions black mold would indicate a potential venting problem. If insulation was added 
     there is a chance that the intake (from the  lower part of the roof aka “the soffit”) could be obstructed. 
 

     A ventilation calculation should be conducted to insure the attic space has the required airflow. Bathroom fans 
     and plumbing stacks should also be checked to make sure they are properly connected and vented directly to the 
     outside. Most of this inspection should be performed from the attic hatch. You don’t want to risk your safety or 
     damage the insulation. If you walk on the insulation it will compress and decrease its effectiveness. One missed 
     step and you could find yourself through the ceiling. :(  
 

     4) All the interior ceilings below the attic. The final stage of the inspection would include looking for clues that 
     might suggest current or past history of leaks or ventilation problems. In order for a ceiling to show signs of 
     water or frost damage, there would have been damage to the insulation and ceiling. It would be important to 
     understand the source of the problem and how it was solved to ensure the  problem no longer exists. For example, 
     an ice dam problem. Many insurance companies will pay to fix the interior but do nothing to repair the exterior. 
     After the snow melts and the problem goes away it could be long forgotten until the next serious snow fall. 
 

     In some cases, it is easy for anybody to recognize a problem. For example, a missing shingle is easy to diagnose 
     from the ground. That being said, other issues are much more detailed and may only be caught by the trained eye 
                                                                        of a professional.
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Fall Home Renovation Projects 
 

After summer holidays are over and the heat and humidity subsides, it’s a good time to start 
home renovation and preparation projects before the cold weather sets in. Flowerbeds can 
be cut down, lawns fertilized for the last time and windows washed. Here are five projects 
that are perfect for cool fall days. 
 

Winterize the Deck: 
Decks get a lot of use during long summer days. By the time fall comes around, they can 
look worn out and old. Once the deck is cleaned off and all summer chairs and tables are 
stored away, power-wash the deck with a high-velocity pressure washer. This will dislodge 
any dirt that is stuck in the wood grain and will take away the gray color that decks get as 
they fade over time. Fall is also a good time to have any repairs that need to be made to 
your deck done and to have the deck resealed it you use a sealant or stain. 
 

Insulate Exposed Plumbing: 
Uninsulated plumbing lines in unheated spaces are a major cause of power use, as the 
water heater must work extra hard to heat water. It can also cause pipes to freeze and burst 
if you live in an area that dips below the freezing mark in the winter. Have all your plumbing 
lines checked to identify those that are outside or underneath the house, or are in an 
unheated basement or attic. Foam wrap is ideal for insulating pipe heating cables and hot or 
cold water pipes. It stops cold water pipes from sweating and reduces heat loss from hot 
water pipes. Have all exposed pipes wrapped to save on energy when the days start getting 
colder. Remove hoses from outside sillcocks. 
 

Roof Work: 
Once all the autumn leaves have fallen, cleaning out the  
roof gutters will save you from building up ice dams that  
can damage the roof in the winter. Have gutters checked  
for any holes or other damage and have them repaired  
before heavy snow makes them worse. Have any  
shingles that are curling or flashing that is coming loose  
fixed. Also, if the roof is in bad shape, have it assessed  
as to whether or not the roof needs to be replaced  
before winter or can wait until spring. 
 

Upgrade Doors and Windows: 
If you have old, single-pane windows, you will lose significant amount of heat in the 
wintertime. Having old windows replaced with energy-efficient, double-paned upgrades can 
pay for itself quickly in heat savings. Have all exterior doors checked to ensure that they are 
insulated and that there are no gaps or cracks between the doors and the frames that could 
let heat out. If you have weather stripping around doors, make sure it is intact and in good 
shape. If it’s not, have it replaced before the cold weather sets in. 
 

Interior Painting:  
Warm fall days are perfect for having your interior painted. Summer is often too humid for 
paint to dry properly and that can cause walls to look splotchy. In winter, the lack of 
ventilation can make paint fumes hang around and can lengthen drying time. Open windows 
to ensure there is a breeze that will both reduce the paint smell and dry it quickly. 
 

The Bottom Line: 
Fall is an important transition season for home improvement projects. With the cold of 
winter coming, getting the house and yard prepared will save you money in the long run. 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  In	  October	  That	  
Might	  Interest	  You…	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Halloween on Wednesday, October 31st, 
2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*2012 MLB Division series will begin on 
Friday, October 5th and the 108th World Series 

will begin on Wednesday, October 24th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Tecumseh's	  19th	  Annual	  Appleumpkin	  
Festival	  &	  Westfest	  on	  October	  13th	  and	  

14th,	  2012.	  Festival	  Hours:	  Sat.	  9-‐6	  and	  Sun.	  
10-‐5.	  Located	  throughout	  Tecumseh	  and	  at	  
the	  west	  end	  of	  town	  at	  Tecumseh	  Plaza	  &	  

Pamida	  parking	  lot.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

* University of Michigan Home Football 
Schedule for October 2012: 

	  
When:	  10/13/2012	  

Who:	  Illinois	  Fighting	  Illini	  (HC)	  
Where:	  Michigan	  Stadium,	  Ann	  Arbor,	  MI	  

What	  Time:	  3:30pm	  E.T.	  
	  

When:	  10/20/2012	  
Who:	  Michigan	  State	  Spartans	  

Where:	  Michigan	  Stadium,	  Ann	  Arbor,	  MI	  
What	  Time:	  TBA	  
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Directions	  
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Generously flour two pieces of parchment paper; 

on each, roll out an unfolded pastry sheet to form a 15-by-13-inch rectangle, 
about 1/16 inch thick. Refrigerate until firm, about 15 minutes. Meanwhile, stir 
the paprika into the melted butter. 

2. Remove pastry from the refrigerator, and brush off excess flour. Spread a 
rectangle of pastry with mustard; sprinkle with both cheeses. Season with 
pepper. Lay a second pastry rectangle on top. 

3. Place a sheet of parchment on top of the stacked pastry; using a rolling pin, roll 
until smooth and pastry layers are sealed together. Remove parchment, and 
brush top of pastry with butter mixture. Chill until firm, about 30 minutes. 

4. With a pumpkin-shaped cookie cutter, cut into 18 to 24 shapes. Immediately 
place the shapes on a parchment-lined baking sheet. Using a sharp paring knife, 
score each shape four or five times to make pumpkin ridges. Bake until golden, 
15 to 20 minutes. Transfer puffs to a wire rack; let cool slightly before serving. 

Ingredients	  
• All-purpose flour, for parchment 
• 1 standard package (17.3 ounces) frozen 

puff pastry, thawed 
• 1 1/2 teaspoons paprika 
• 1/4 cup unsalted butter, melted 
• 2 1/2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 
• 1 1/2 cups finely grated Gruyere cheese 
• 1 cup finely grated Parmesan cheese 
• Freshly ground pepper 

	  
 

 

Savory Pumpkin Puffs Recipe 
 

 

Jabberwocky 
By: Lewis Carroll 

 

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 
All mimsy were the borogoves, 
And the mome raths outgrabe. 

 

'Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 
The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 
The frumious Bandersnatch!' 

 

He took his vorpal sword in hand: 
Long time the manxome foe he sought -- 

So rested he by the Tumtum tree, 
And stood a while in thought. 

 

And, as in uffish thought he stood, 
The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, 
And burbled as it came! 

 

One two! One two! And through and 
through 

The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! 
He left it dead, and with its head 

He went galumphing back. 
 

'And hast thou slain the Jabberwock? 
Come to my arms, my beamish boy! 

Oh frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!' 
He chortled in his joy. 

 

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe: 
All mimsy were the borogoves, 
And the mome raths outgrabe. 

Does Your Home Have A Safe Chimney Lining System? 
 

Do all chimneys have liners? Not necessarily. Masonry chimneys built prior to 1940 did not have liners. If you have a 
house with a chimney built prior to that date, it may not have any liner at all. But remember, if you have a chimney 
that was not constructed with a clay tile liner, you can remedy that situation by having a stainless steel liner installed. 
It meets all the criteria for chimney safety spelled out in the National Fire Protection Agency code 211.  
 

Why would I ever need to have my original chimney liner replaced? The National Fire Protection Association 
Standard 211 requires that chimney liners be replaced if they are cracked, broken, or missing. Cracked clay liner tiles 
and the deterioration of mortar joints between liner tiles can lead to the leakage of flue gasses into the interior of the 
house. Those flue gasses contain Carbon Monoxide, a deadly, odorless, colorless gas. Cracks in your chimney liner 
can also cause dangerous heat transfer to combustible material surrounding your chimney. Both situations can 
compromise the health and safety of your family. 
 

What’s involved in getting a chimney liner replaced? The most economical and popular option is to replace the 
original clay liner with a stainless steel relining pipe. 
 

Is it expensive to reline with stainless steel? It is actually the least expensive option - much less than the cost of 
rebuilding the whole chimney. 
 

How can I tell if my chimney has a liner? You can have it inspected by a professional. 
 

How can I know if my chimney liner is cracked or damaged? Some professionals who inspect your chimney can 
actually lower a video camera into the flue and either show you their findings on a monitor as they are inspecting your 
flue, or make a video tape and play it back for you later. That way you can see for yourself what the inside of your 
chimney looks like. 
 

When should I have a chimney professional inspect my chimney? If you are using the chimney to vent a fireplace, 
wood, coal or pellet stove or a gas or oil appliance, the flue should be inspected and cleaned, if needed, once a year. 
 

What causes chimney fires? Chimney fires are usually caused by the accumulation of creosote in the chimney. 
Creosote is a natural by-product of burning wood. It accumulates in the flue over time and is highly flammable. 
Creosote is especially likely to accumulate when wood is not burned at the proper temperature. Since creosote is 
flammable, when it accumulates on the walls of your flue, hot flue gasses can ignite it. The result is a chimney fire. 
Depending on the condition of your chimney, such a fire can pose a significant threat to the rest of your house. 
 

How can I prevent chimney fires? Have a qualified professional inspect your chimney annually. He or she will be able 
to detect the accumulation of creosote in your flue and remove it. Burning your fireplace or woodstove at proper 
temperatures will also help prevent the accumulation of creosote. Burning at lower temperatures, such as when you 
restrict your damper opening at night in order to make the fire last longer, allows creosote to form inside the flue of 
your chimney. 
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Uplifting Quote of The 
Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
In The Bath 

 
De-stain Your Lavatory: To prolong cleaning effects and to avoid nasty black streaks appearing in 
the toilet bowl, leave half a cup of vinegar in the lavatory over night. 
 

Lick Limescale: If your showerhead is coated in mineral deposits, here’s an effortless way to clean it 
in two hours or less. Remove and soak for a few hours in a mix of 50/50 water and humidifier 
cleanser. You need just enough solution to cover the face of the showerhead. Rinse well and reattach. 
 

Blitz Bath Stains: White vinegar is perfect for tough, hard-to-shift stains and its disinfectant 
properties make it an amazing all-round cleaner. Remove stubborn bath stains with a 1:5 solution of 
white vinegar and water. 
 

Shower Curtain Protectors: Avoid leaving a shower curtain bunched up after use, especially in a 
small bathroom – the steam encourages mildew. If small spots of mildew appear, dab with bicarbonate 
of soda on a damp cloth. Wash larger areas in hot detergent, rub in lemon juice and dry in the sun, if 
possible. 
 

Ceramic Care: wipe regularly with a damp sponge – add a splash of vinegar to the water or use 
commercial cleaner. Avoid soapy or oily cleaners and never use abrasives – these dull the finish and 
make glazed tiles more prone to dirt. 
 

Wash & Brush Up: Clear soap scum effortlessly away from shower doors by wiping then with a used 
(dry) dryer sheet. It gets the job done quickly. 

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
How to win people to your way of 
thinking: 
 
Wouldn’t you like to have a magic 
phrase that would stop 
arguments? Here it is: “I don’t 
blame you one iota for feeling as 
you do. If I were you I would 
undoubtedly feel just as you do.” 
 
You deserve very little credit for 
being what you are – and 
remember, the people who come 
to you irritated, bigoted, 
unreasoning, deserve very little 
discredit for being what they are. 
Your environment and 
experiences make you who you 
are. 
 
Three-fourths of the people you 
will ever meet are hungering and 
thirsting for sympathy. Give it to 
them, and they will love you. 
 
Principle 9: Be sympathetic with 
the other person’s ideas and 
desires. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

A woman was sipping a glass of wine while  
sitting on the patio with her husband. 
 

She coos “I love you. I don’t know how I  
could ever live without you.” 
 

Her husband asks, “Is that you or the wine talking?” 
 

She replies, “It’s me...talking to the wine.”  

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That your clothes will get cleaner if you turn the washer on while 

it’s empty, add the detergent, and let the detergent dissolve and 

mix with the water before you add the laundry. Putting detergent 

onto clothes that are still dry can cause staining and dyes to fade. 
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“ As a kid there were some things you looked 

forward to. You looked forward to Charlie 

Brown during Halloween and you looked 

forward to Monday Night Football.” 
 

~ Nick Ferguson 

 
 

!

!

 

“Sympathy the human species universally 
craves. ‘Self-pity’ for misfortunes real or 
imaginary is, in some measure, practically 

a universal practice.” 
~ Dr. Arthur I. Gates 


