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	   	   	   Fall Fire Safety Tips: 
 

As summer turns to fall, it’s a good idea to refresh your memory on fall fire safety tips. Some safety tips are the same  
             regardless of the time of year, but many safety concerns are seasonal, particularly those that involve keeping your home 
             warm. 

 

Fireplace Safety Tips:  
o Have any cracks in your fireplace repaired. 
o Use fireplace screens to keep sparks and fire debris inside the fireplace…not on your floor. 
o Never use gasoline (or a similar product) to start a fire in the fireplace. 
o Never leave a fire unattended (if it’s too hot to touch, it’s not safe to leave unattended). 
o Make sure that combustible materials are not stored within three feet of your fireplace. 

o For natural gas fireplaces, get all connections and lines inspected before use each   
 season. 

o Remember that outdoor fireplaces can be just as dangerous as indoor units, and 
 observe all safety precautions when using them. 

 

Space Heater Safety Tips: 
o Make sure that any space heaters are at least three feet away from combustibles. 
o Never place clothing or any other objects on a space heater to dry. 
o Do not place space heaters near furniture or drapery. 
o Turn space heaters off when you leave the house or go to bed. 
o Do not overload the electrical circuit the heater is plugged into. 
 

Central Heating System Safety Tips: 
o Get your central heating system cleaned, inspected and serviced by a certified HVAC 

(heating, venting and air conditioning) contractor every year before using it. 
o If you have a gas fired space heater, furnace, fireplace, or water heater make sure that 

you have a sufficient quantity of full functioning carbon monoxide detectors properly 
placed in your home. 
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Fall Home Energy Savings Tips:  
Preparing To Heat Your Home For The Winter! 

 

Winter means snow, Christmas, cold air and higher gas & electric bills. Winter is the season 
when gas & electric bills skyrocket and our heating systems consume the biggest portion of 
our energy bills. Fortunately, we have the whole fall to prepare for it.  Use these tips to 
reduce your energy costs this winter: 
 

The Furnace – The furnace will work extra hard if the filter is full of dirt. This will equate to 
energy waste since the furnace will consume more power against the service it brings. To 
avoid this, have your filter cleaned or replaced and your furnace checked for any necessary 
repairs. A clean filter saves you approximately 5% on heating costs. 
 

The Ducts – Small leaks in ducts will certainly result in heat loss so make sure you have 
them checked regularly. Occasionally ducts are located in unheated places, which is another 
reason heat may be lost, so you should have them insulated if possible. Leaking ducts work 
30% more on your heating system so make sure they are sealed, secure, & insulated where 
practical. 
 

The Fireplace – Getting the fireplace ready  
will certainly yield you better savings; and fall  
is the best time to have your fireplace cleaned  
and repaired. Make sure that the damper is  
tightly sealed when not in use. A small space  
or gap would let the cold air rush in and send  
the warm air out. When you decide to use the  
fireplace, you can turn down your furnace or  
heater. This will save on heating costs. 
 

Solar Heat – You do not need to have solar panels on your roof to use the sun as a source 
of heat. All you have to do is use open drapes during the day to help warm your room without 
using as much energy. Just close them at night to keep the warm air inside. Reducing the 
use of the heating system during the day can save you up to 10% on your energy 
consumption. 
 

The Openings – Openings, gaps & cracks on your exterior doors & windows will let the cold 
air outside come in and the warm air inside go out. Have these openings adjusted or sealed 
with sealant or weather stripping. This will help reduce the work of the heating system 
immensely. 
 

The Thermostat – A programmable thermostat will let you set your desired room 
temperature on a specific period of the day. A centralized heating system will give you the 
ultimate control on the temperature of every room. Both will save you on your heating costs. 
A centigrade lower on your heating system will let you save as much as 5% on your heating 
costs. 
 

The Water Heater – Have your water heater inspected to make sure that it is working 
properly and doesn’t need any repairs. Make sure it is set at the correct temperature, 
between 120 to 140 degrees Fahrenheit. Excessive sediment buildup in the bottom of the 
tank will greatly reduce the unit’s efficiency. 
 

No matter what type of device you use to heat your home, making sure your heating devices 
and/or systems are in good working order is an important part of being safe, reducing energy 
costs and staying warm during the cold winter season.  
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Upcoming	  Events	  In	  November	  

That	  Might	  Interest	  You…	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Go Lions!!!! 
*Annual	  Thanksgiving	  Day	  Football	  game	  
on	  Thursday	  the	  22nd.	  	  The	  Detroit	  Lions	  vs.	  

The	  Houston	  Texans	  at	  12:30pm.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  University	  of	  Michigan	  Home	  Football	  
Schedule	  for	  November	  2012:	  

	  
When:	  11/10/2012	  

Who:	  Northwestern	  Wildcats	  
Where:	  Michigan	  Stadium,	  Ann	  Arbor,	  MI	  

What	  Time:	  TBA	  
	  

When:	  11/17/2012	  
Who:	  Iowa	  Hawkeyes	  

Where:	  Michigan	  Stadium,	  Ann	  Arbor,	  MI	  
What	  Time:	  TBA	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*Election	  Day	  on	  Tuesday,	  November	  6th.	  
	  

*Veterans	  Day	  on	  Sunday,	  November	  11th.	  
	  
	  

	  

 
Schembechler	  era	  (1969–1989)	  
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The First Harvest Home In Plymouth   

by W. DeLoss Love Jr. 

After prayer and fasting and a farewell feast, the Pilgrim Fathers left the City of Leyden, and 
sought the new and unknown land. "So they left the goodly & pleasant city,'' writes their 
historian Bradford, "which had been there resting place near 12 years, but they knew they were 
pilgrims & looked not much on those things, but lift up their eyes to the Heavens their dearest 
country, and quieted their spirits.'' 
 

When, after many vexing days upon the deep, the pilgrims first sighted the New World, they 
were filled with praise and thanksgiving. Going ashore they fell upon their knees and blessed the 
God of Heaven. And after that, whenever they were delivered from accidents or despair, they 
gave God "solemn thanks and praise.'' Such were the Pilgrims and such their habit day by day. 
 

Great suffering and want marked the first winter in the New World. Hunger and illness thinned the little colony, and caused many graves to be made 
on the near-by hillside. 
 

The spring of 1621 opened. The seed was sown in the fields. The colonists cared for it without ceasing, and watched its growth with anxiety; for well 
they knew that their lives depended upon a full harvest. 
 

The days of spring and summer flew by, and the autumn came. Never in Holland or England had the Pilgrims seen the like of the treasures bounteous 
Nature now spread before them. The woodlands were arrayed in gorgeous colors, brown, crimson, and gold, and swarmed with game of all kinds, 
that had been concealed during the summer. The little farm-plots had been blessed by the sunshine and showers, and now plentiful crops stood ready 
for the gathering. The Pilgrims, rejoicing, reaped the fruit of their labors, and housed it carefully for the winter. Then, filled with the spirit of 
thanksgiving, they held the first harvest-home in New England. 
 

For one whole week they rested from work, feasted, exercised their arms, and enjoyed various recreations. Many Indians visited the colony, amongst 
these their greatest king, Massasoit, with ninety of his braves. The Pilgrims entertained them for three days. And the Indians went out into the woods 
and killed fine deer, which they brought to the colony and presented to the governor and the captain and others. So all made merry together. 
 

And bountiful was the feast. Oysters, fish and wild turkey, Indian maize and barley bread, geese and ducks, venison and other savory meats, decked 
the board. Kettles, skillets, and spits were overworked, while knives and spoons, kindly assisted by fingers, made merry music on pewter plates. Wild 
grapes, "very sweet and strong,'' added zest to the feast. As to the vegetables, why, the good governor describes them thus: 
 

"All sorts of grain which our own land doth yield,  
Was hither brought, and sown in every field;  

As wheat and rye, barley, oats, beans, and peas  
Here all thrive and they profit from them raise;  
All sorts of roots and herbs in gardens grow -  
Parsnips, carrots, turnips, or what you'll sow,  

Onions, melons, cucumbers, radishes, 
Skirets, beets, coleworts and fair cabbages.'' 

 

Thus a royal feast it was the Pilgrims spread that first golden autumn at Plymouth, a feast worthy of their Indian guests. All slumbering discontents they  
smothered with common rejoicings. When the holiday was over, they were surely better, braver men because they had turned aside to rest awhile and 
be thankful together. So the exiles of Leyden claimed the harvests of New England. This festival was the bursting into life of a new conception of 
man’s dependence on God’s gifts in nature. It was the promise of autumn Thanksgivings to come. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Directions	  
1. Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. 
2. Sift the flour, cinnamon, baking soda, baking powder, and salt together. 
3. In a separate bowl, mix the sugar, vegetable oil, eggs, and vanilla. Combine both 
mixtures and fold in the shredded pumpkin and pumpkin seeds. Once the ingredients are 
all incorporated pour into a non- stick 9 by 5 by 3-inch loaf pan. If your pan is not non- 
stick coat it with butter and flour. 
4. Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes. At this point a knife inserted into the middle of the loaf 
should come out clean. Cool for 15 minutes and turn out onto a cooling rack. Cool 
completely. For muffins temperature should also be 325 degrees F., but bake for 30 
minutes. 
	  

Ingredients	  
• 2 cups all-purpose flour 
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 
• 1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1 1/2 cups sugar 
• 3/4 cup vegetable oil 
• 3 large eggs 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• 3 cups shredded fresh pumpkin 
• 1 cup toasted pumpkin seeds 

	  
	  
 

 

Pumpkin Bread Recipe 
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Uplifting Quote of The 
Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip: 
Simple Stain Remover 

 
Stain Removal Rules: Never wash any fabric before attempting to remove the stain. Washing in a 
detergent and the heat of the dryer may actually set the stain and make it impossible to remove later. 
Stains on table fabrics should be treated as soon as possible. Remember, fresh stains will come out 
more easily than old ones. Items that normally go to the dry cleaner should be taken there as soon as 
possible. Point out the stain to the dry cleaner, and identify what caused it. Different stains can require 
very different treatments. 
 

Onion For Burns And Ink Stains: Scorch marks will come out if you rub the area with a raw onion 
and let the onion juice soak in thoroughly – for at least two to three hours – before washing. Try this 
on ink stains, too. 
 

Lemon Works: Lemon extract will remove black scuffmarks from shoes and luggage. So will 
rubbing alcohol. 
 

Spot Be-gone: When treating a spot, place the cloth with the stain facedown on paper towels, then 
apply stain remover to the back of the cloth, allowing the stain to be forced to the surface and not back 
through the fabric. If the stain is stubborn, replace the paper towels frequently. 
 

Club Soda Cure: Bloodstains can be cleaned with cold club soda. Just pour it on and rub with a soft 
cloth. 
 
 

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 
By Dale Carnegie 

 
How to win people to your way of 
thinking: 
 
The fact is that all people you 
meet have a high regard for 
themselves and like to be fine 
and unselfish in their own 
estimation. 
 
A person usually has two reasons 
for doing a thing: one that 
sounds good and a real one. The 
person himself will think of the 
real reason. You don’t need to 
emphasize that. All of us, being 
idealists at heart, like to think of 
a motive that sounds good. So, in 
order to change people, appeal to 
the nobler motives. 
 
“To put it differently and perhaps 
more clearly, people are honest 
and want to discharge their 
obligations. The exceptions to 
that rule are comparatively few, 
and I am convinced that the 
individuals who are inclined to 
chisel will in most cases react 
favorably if you make them feel 
that you consider them honest, 
upright and fair.” 
 

~James L. Thomas 
 
Principle 10: Appeal to the nobler 
motives. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

That if you wash clothes in cold water, you don’t need to purchase a special cold-

water detergent? The difference between detergents formulated for hot and cold-

water washing is insignificant. The only compound that is capable of changing the 

effectiveness of a detergent is a surfactant, and most detergents have similar 

amounts. Surfactants actually make the water “wetter” by changing the surface 

tension, so the water and detergent enter the fibers of the garment for freely. 

  

! 

“As we express our gratitude, 

we must never forget that the 

highest appreciation is not to 

utter words but to live by them.“ 
 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 
 

 

Don’t Forget to … 
!

!
 

Fall Back on 
Sunday, November 

4th at 2:00am. 


