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Tips To Get Your Home Ready For Spring…which can’t come soon enough for me! 
 

Springtime is coming and that means we will be spending more time outside. Start taking care of your home early to ensure you are able to have plenty of 
time for outdoor fun. To assist you in having a worry free spring and summer, here are some easy steps you can take to prepare your home. Maintaining 
your home this spring will ensure your home is in good shape throughout the summer. 
 

I	  DON’T	  DO	  WINDOWS:	  Get a clear view of what’s outside. Have your windows cleaned inside and out and checked for any cracked or damaged window 
glazing and panes. Also, see how well your weather stripping held up over the winter. Have worn weather stripping replaced and you’ll keep the cool, 
conditioned air in and the warm/hot humid air out this summer.	  
 

KEEP	  THE	  BUGS	  OUT:	  To ensure you are not spending your time inside swatting flies and other airborne pests, be sure to have window and door screens 
installed. This is a good time to have all of you screens checked for damage and repair them as needed. Also, while you have your screens out is a good time 
          to have them washed with a little soap and water. Do this against a flat surface so you don’t 
          “stretch “ the screening. 
 

CHECK	  YOUR	  SIDING:	  The winter weather is rough on the exterior siding and roof of your 
home. Spring is a good time to have the wood components, especially the siding, checked for 
wood rot and damage. Areas where paint is missing or chipping away and where caulking is 
missing or damaged are especially susceptible to rot. Generally, it is better to catch rot and 
have it repaired when the damage is small, since it will only get worse each time it rains. 

 

CIRCULATE	  THE	  AIR:	  Switch over your humidifier & bypass to summer from winter. If your 
home has an attic fan, turn it on to be sure it is working before the 90-degree weather hits! 
Homes with crawlspaces should have the vents open and free of debris to help airflow and 
reduce moisture. Inside your home, have the HVAC vents cleaned and the furnace filter 
changed. Also, now is also a good time to have the AC inspected to be sure it works properly 
before the heat and humidity arrive. 
 

CHECK	  YOUR	  OUTSIDE	  UTILITIES: Have your hoses reconnected and checked for leaks to 
ensure you have the water to fill that kiddie pool, water your flower beds, and wash your car. 
Also, before your first backyard BBQ or party, have your outside electrical outlets checked to 
ensure the radio will play and that bug zapper keeps the mosquitoes off your kids & guests! 
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Spring Cleaning Basics 
	  

	   	   	   	   Clean	  Windows	  
    Dirty panes are no problem when you use rubber- 
    edged squeegees, which are quicker and more effective 
    than cloth or newspaper. They come in a variety of  
    sizes -- and a screw-on extension will let you reach 
    high spots. 
 
    To start, dip a sponge into a bucket of warm water 
    and a few drops of mild dish soap. Wet window; rub 
    dirt away. Dampen squeegee; starting at an upper  
    corner, draw it down pane from top to bottom. Repeat, 
    overlapping strokes and wiping rubber edge with 
sponge after each stroke. (For large windows, ''snake'' squeegee back and forth; then 
touch up edges.) Dry windowsills with a cloth. 
 

Wash	  Your	  Blinds	  
Once or twice a year, wipe wooden blinds with a few drops of gentle wood cleaner on a 
nearly dry sponge. Aluminum blinds can be washed outdoors: Place them on an old sheet 
on a slanted surface, and scrub with water and a noncorrosive cleaner. Use a hose to 
rinse well, and then dry the blinds thoroughly with a towel to prevent rust. 
	  

Deep-‐Clean	  Carpets	  and	  Rugs	  
For synthetic carpeting, rent or buy a shampooer/extractor -- a machine that cleans the 
fibers and removes traces of soap using hot water. Open windows and let air flow to help 
carpets dry. If you have wool carpets or rugs, or any that are valuable or delicate, 
contact a professional for cleaning.  
 

Clean	  Your	  Curtains	  
Vacuum and steam-clean curtains or have them dry-cleaned. If you'll be replacing heavy 
curtains with lighter ones, as the weather gets warmer, it is especially important to 
remove dust and dirt before putting the curtains away for storage.  
 

Protect	  Wooden	  Floors	  
Guard against scratches on wooden floors. Make sure there are surface protectors on the 
undersides of furniture legs, and replace any that are dirty or worn. (A buildup of grit 
can mar the floor.) Use thick, padded self-adhesive discs; they come in different 
diameters and can be found at home stores like Lowe’s or Home Depot. 
 

Clean	  Out	  the	  Refrigerator	  
This task is a daunting undertaking; make it more manageable by breaking it down. 

• Make it a habit to throw out old, spoiled food. 
• Every few months, wash the interior with a solution of two tablespoons of baking 

soda for every quart of warm water. Wash removable shelves and drawers in the 
solution (let glass shelves come to room temperature first so warm water won't 
crack them). 

• Loosen hardened spills on fixed parts by wetting the area with the solution, 
allowing the residue to soften.  

• Use a toothbrush to scrub crannies.  
• Twice a year, vacuum or brush dust from the condenser coils to keep the system 

from overheating. 

 

Upcoming	  Events	  In	  March	  That	  
Might	  Interest	  You…	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*	  Daylight	  Savings	  begins	  on	  Sunday	  March	  
10th,	  2013.	  Set	  your	  clock	  ahead	  one-‐hour	  

beginning	  at	  2:00am.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

* St.	  Patrick’s	  Day	  on	  Sunday	  March	  17th,	  
2013.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*	  Good	  Friday	  on	  March	  29th	  &	  Easter	  
Sunday	  on	  March	  31st,	  2013.	  

	  
	  *	  The	  40th	  Annual	  Dexter	  Pioneer	  Arts	  Fair	  
will	  be	  held	  Saturday,	  March	  9,	  2013,	  at	  
Creekside	  Intermediate	  School	  located	  at	  
2615	  Baker	  Road	  in	  Dexter	  from	  10am	  to	  
4pm.	  This	  juried	  show	  features	  local	  and	  
area	  artisans	  who	  demonstrate	  their	  

traditional	  folk	  crafts	  and	  offer	  them	  for	  
sale.	  Included	  are	  jewelry,	  stained	  glass,	  
weaving,	  quilting,	  water	  colors,	  wood	  

carving,	  spinning	  toys,	  soaps,	  pottery,	  and	  
lace	  making,	  among	  others.	  Admission	  is	  

$3	  for	  adults	  and	  50¢	  for	  students	  K-‐12.	  For	  
more	  information	  on	  this	  event	  call	  	  

(734)	  426-‐8114.	  
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Gardening Tips For March 
 
March is the month when many of the beautiful spring flowering perennials begin to flower. Aubrietia, 
Candytuft, Rock Cress, Bergenia, Snowdrops, Witch-hazel and many others will be brightening your days. 
With spring just around the corner, it is time to get serious and get the garden ready. 
 

PERENNIALS,	  ANNUALS	  and	  BULBS	  

• Removing winter mulches from your flower beds- pull the mulch off gradually as the plants show 
signs of new growth. The purpose of winter mulch is to act as a protector from sudden changes of 
temperature and chilling winds, so keep in mind that it is still winter. Acclimatize your plants by 
removing the mulch over a period of days, allowing the light and air to reach the new growth slowly. 
It is much better to remove the mulch a little later than to remove it to early. 

• Roses can be pruned this month. Severe pruning results in nicer long stemmed flowers and more 
compact bushes. Begin to spray roses for black spot. 

• Sow seeds of summer blooming annuals indoors.  
• Alternating thawing and freezing can tear plant roots and even force the plant right out of its hole. If you notice any plants that have 

heaved, push them back into the earth, and tamp lightly with your foot. 
• Divide and transplant summer blooming perennials and fertilize established ones as soon as new growth appears. 
• Plant tender bulbs and tubers (gladiola, lilies and dahlias). You may continue planting additional bulbs every two weeks until mid June to 

ensure a continuous source of bloom. 
• Remove all dead blooms from bulbs. 
• Fertilize any bulbs that have finished blooming with bone meal or bulb booster. 
• Water all bulbs during times of growth and especially during foliage and bloom development. Irrigate summer-flowering bulbs during dry 

weather. Keep water off foliage and blooms. 
• Fertilize tulips as foliage appears and make another application after flowering. Fertilize all other spring-flowering bulbs after flowering. 

Apply 2 pounds of 5-10-10 or 6-12-12 per 100 square feet. Daffodils and tulips should be fertilized again in early to mid-August. 
 

FRUITS	  and	  VEGGIES	  

• Take a little time to prepare the vegetable garden soil for planting. The addition of well-rotted manure, processed manure, peat moss or 
compost are good additives for building compost humus in the soil. 

• Peas and sweet peas may be planted right now as well as perennial vegetables like Asparagus, Rhubarb, Horseradish and artichokes. 
• Eggplant, brussels sprouts, cauliflower, celery, leeks, onions, early potatoes, and radish seeds may be planted in the garden about mid 

month. 
• Spinach, Chard, Cabbage, Cauliflower, and other hardy vegetables can be seeded or set out late in the month. 
• Plant Strawberries, Blueberries, Currants, Loganberries, Boysenberries, Grapes, and fruit trees. 
• Add some steer manure around your Rhubarb. 
• Time to start tomatoes, lettuce, and many other vegetables from seed.  

 

ODDS	  and	  ENDS	  

• Weeding. Once the weeds go to seed you can be fighting that weed seed for up to seven years or more (dandelions are NOTORIUS for the 
seven year seed life). Most weeds can simply be pulled or cultivated out of the garden while they are young. If you know you can count on 
several sunny days, Round Up is a good product to apply. It only has the toxicity of table salt seven days after it is applied. The leaves carry 
the chemical and kill the weed at the roots.  

• Turn the compost pile. Remove any coarse mulch, from the garden, and add it to the compost. 
• Keep an eye out for Aphids (spray off with water) and Cutworms (Cutworm Dust). 
• Repair damaged areas of the lawn. De-thatch, rake or aerate.  
• March is a good time to note areas of poor drainage. If there are pools of water in your yard that do not drain. Fill in the low spot or scoop 

out a channel for the water to drain away.  
• Check the plants under the eaves of the house and under tall evergreens to see that they have sufficient moisture.       

  

 

Directions	  
1. Place corned beef in large pot or Dutch oven and cover with water. Add the 

spice packet that came with the corned beef. Cover pot and bring to a boil, then 
reduce to a simmer. Simmer approximately 50 minutes per pound or until 
tender.  

2. Add whole potatoes and carrots, and cook until the vegetables are almost tender. 
Add cabbage and cook for 15 more minutes. Remove meat and let rest 15 
minutes.  

3. Place vegetables in a bowl and cover. Add as much broth (cooking liquid 
reserved in the Dutch oven or large pot) as you want. Slice meat across the grain. 

Ingredients	  
 3 pounds corned beef brisket with 

spice packet  
 10 small red potatoes 
 5 carrots, peeled and cut into 3-

inch pieces  
 1 large head cabbage, cut into small 

wedges  
 

Corned Beef & Cabbage Recipe (with Beano for desert :)) 
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Uplifting Quote of 
The Month 

 
 

 

 

	           Wise Home Owner Tip:	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Year	  ‘Round	  Tips	  For	  Saving	  Energy	  
	  

1. Provide solar screens for east and west windows. Sunny windows can 
account for 10% to 25% of your cooling bill by making your air conditioner 
work two to three times harder. 

2. You can save as much as 10% a year on your utility bill by simply turning 
your thermostat down during heating season, up during cooling season, or 
off when you leave home for more that two hours. 

3. If buying a new heating and air conditioning system, make sure it is sized 
properly. An air conditioner that’s too large for your home can use more 
energy than necessary to cool your home.  

4. Weatherization and caulking such things as windows and doors can save 
over 30% of cooling and heating costs. Call us and we can take care of this 
for you  

5. Have your water heater insulated to save energy and money. For every 10 
degrees Fahrenheit you lower the temperature setting, you can reduce your 
bill 3% to 5%. 

6. Have a programmable thermostat installed to adjust the temperature 
automatically and maximize energy savings. When cooling, try programming 
the thermostat to 82 degrees while you are gone in the daytime and return it 
to 78 degrees two hours before you get home. 

How To Win Friends & 
Influence People 

By Dale Carnegie 
 

Be a Leader: How to 
Change People Without 
Giving Offense or Arousing 
Resentment. 
 
It is always easier to listen 
to unpleasant things after 
we have heard some praise 
of our good points. 
 
Beginning with praise is like 
the dentist who begins his 
work with Novocain. The 
patient still gets a drilling, 
but the Novocain is pain-
killing. 
 
 
Principle 1:Begin with 
praise and honest 
appreciation. 
 
Stay Tuned… 

Joke of The Month 
 

A new pastor was visiting the homes of his parishioners. 
 
At one house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his 
repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out a card and wrote "Revelation 3:20" 
on the back of it and stuck it in the door. 
 
When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been 
returned. Added to it was this cryptic message, Genesis 3:10." 
 
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. 
 
Revelation 3:20 begins "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." Genesis 3:10 reads, "I 
heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid, for I was naked."  
 

	  
 

Please Don’t Hesitate to Contact Us At: 
     P: (734) 340-3688  
     F: (734) 527-6061 
E-Mail: mike@mikefornershomeservices.com 
 

Did You Know... 
 

Moles, squirrels, gophers, and rats hate the aroma of peppermint. If you 

plant mint around your home chances are you will never see one of these 

pests for any length of time. Soak a cotton ball with peppermint oil and 

drop it down a gopher hole. You will never see the varmint again.   

  

 

“The real winners in 

life are people who look 

at every situation with 

an expectation that 

they can make it work 

or they can make it 

better.“ 
 

~ Barbara Pletcher  
 

 

 


